DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
sive hotels, thronging the cafes, enjoying life, no wit less aggressive
monopolistic, loudly self-important, than they had ever been. L
London different? It was not when I was there.
The contrast between these two pictures, the one I saw with mj
own eyes and the one my newspapers gave me, was very great
My English newspapers hardly spared a crumb of compassion fo]
the Czech arid German refugees from the Sudeten lands, whose
numbers were twenty times as great as those of the Jews, and
showed little concern for the continued murder of women and
children in Spain and China,
I began to suspect the motives for the outcry about the Jews,
Here, it seemed to me, was the fellow-feeling of privileged classes al
work again. I was glad when, as one still small voice in all this
deafening chorus of generous but ill-apportioned indignation,
The Times published a letter from a man who had been its Special
Correspondent in China under the heading 'Brutality and
Suffering — The Inconsistencies of Compassion*,
This letter said that the German Government's measures
against the Jews had 'revolted the world*. This time, added the
letter, the world, so often revolted, had expressed its feelings in
action — for once. The British Government was finding territorial
asylum for refugees, the American Government had recalled its
Ambassador from Berlin, and so on and so on.
But, said the letter, this made it difficult for people who looked
farther afield than Europe to keep a sense of proportion. The
sufferings which Hitler had inflicted on half a million people were
terrible; but they were negligible compared with the sufferings
which the Japanese army was inflicting on the Chinese people.
In China nearly a million men had been killed or disabled —
killed or disabled, nearly a million men — and the Japanese had
butchered several tens of thousands of civilians,, and had rendered
destitute and homeless some 30,000,000 more. It would be surprising
if 2,000,000 or 3,000,000, mostly old peo'ple and children, did not die
in the winter of 1938-39, The cases of rape and beating were
scarcely worth mentioning in this holocaust.
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